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RAILROAD
SITUATI

Committec Hears Debatc
on the Subject.

OVER COMMISSION BILL

Cotton Defends Roads Vigorous-
ly Against the New
Measure.

OVER-CENTRALIZE THE POWER

Declares Main SBource of Complaints s
Not Hegulation of Rates, But a
Shortage of Cars, Which Bill
Barely Includes,

HALEM Jon, 20 —For hours

the rialroad situation In (regon Wik

threahed over bofore the Benate and

House rallfond commitioes lust eve-

ning, sitting In Jolnt open meeting Tho
M, 1L providing

Chapin measure,

for a Rallrond Commission appolnied
by the governot und embracing recip-
tocil Jemurrnge, woas under conslbdor-
ntion

Thin wan the st step taken by the
legluhatury  In copstdering  rudlrosd
legalntion,] ang 1t was conxldered  so
Important that shippers,  lnmbermen,

e radirond

entatives Nocked to Salvim from

wirehioysiemen, Johibers

Il-|.lu

one end of the Willlamette valley 1

fhe othet
Tenl mude the

first move hy SugReM-

g that those who hod objectlons
Wit themn, although opparently he
WAL everyae wis o favor of the Bl

Volton enme To The foor o a JITY

He declarsd the Commisslon would be
nll the
it
that the Commin-

expectod 1o werk troubh tires,
Ir i

held up o ridicule;

and that I not would e
won would arbitrareily X riates with-
ot the rallronds having an opportun-
Ity to go Into the courts for revision.
thut In regard to car shortage, o)l tho
Commisslon could do would b Lo Kus-
pend the lnw, if that
the 1 b

eronte an exponsive commissjon when

nnd witm to be

LN waottld hetier not (o

It would be more shmple ol Inexpen -
slve 1o glve the governor the power,

Cotton warnel the logl«lators ngalnst

placing the power to regulate rated
Iy the hands of any three men, such
power helng too greal, hut the law-
yoer was fonlly forved to admit that
one e leomd man now makes the vides

Ten) and Mulr donfed Cotton's 8-
gertions down the Hne, taking up cach
polnt.  For evory B of slatistios the
rlirond presented the fflends of the

B had o equit] namber, equildly cons
vinelng, renl declaresd the whole roll-
romd system of Oregen s centered in
rallromnds
to

WIiH

one i, ¥t that  the
men  lncompetent
mitke Tl I

the duty of the legislature to glve the

thought three

ritien, conlemled
prople & foram to which they could go
with complaints, and that the most
important phisge of the car situntion ls
not bt the
power of Inqulry Into the equlpment,
Cotton suggested that the personnel af
the transportption committee of the
Chamber of Commerce beInvestignted
and sild that the mensure should be
entitled “A bl to let Portland sell
goods to Raker Clty and Ashland and
prohibit others from selling to those
points.” Mulr replled that Cotton was
directing too much anlmosity against
men who wanted to see If they could
try to denl with the rallroada, and
declared that the work taken up by
the Portland commerelal bodles had
heon approved by the people at large,

“This antl-rallrond leglsla-
tlon,” exclaimed Mulr, "The apirit In

reciprocial Jdemurrage,

Is nol

wheh the LI
perfoctly fody

Jafted wan to be
bt Just
File menwure, but o BN o control the
A bring-

the ealirooads o falr return on Che

Thin 1w not i
roliroadn lognd rate In ope
Ynine
Investment™

CEolltica was  never thought of In
proputing thin BHL" continued  Mul
The bea la to concontrale the power
In the hands of one mon—the Kove
ertor il pot let hilm belilnd o bash.”

Mo otMion prefacm) his arguament
with the statemaent thkt thers wian no
genernd rate vompladpt, het If there
yim e aould fea o demand for aorall
pomd comminslon, but  thet the mnin
thilpge the people suffer from I i

whort nge

'hlw BN s nothing ta do with car

thaptage, sxoept mection 20, Inserta)l o
foow dpy g wnd eednting 1o Feclproddl
demutrnge sald he  "The only Juty
of the comminsion uniler thin sectlon

In to muspend the law, s why uol give

hie governor this pgower, and soave the
ol A

the

Ity primury object

mlata 1he expeting commiasion ™

Contending thal Rolleand Cam
mila=lan hns for the

rogulation of rites, Cotlon went Into
i long explanntlon of ratens,

the bl
the

to roview

there would be no

nd

I nder

rally oy

b fopr b prlvate

vitlznn the i rates

he miet amlde bocnyne they
bt {1

"I we Kiave
1 rilte to Holse ity Lhere
Lthe roten
Partland

would

not M

un R sonable only (AT ] thoy

ure unlewful thie 'ort

lapsdd Jotibivew

would never e n demand for

af Oregon to be  reduced

traders wanted n rate which
coqu el Baleg to buy e Enstern goods
from Portlandg alone”

“I've no abjectlion to the comminslon
"und

I

rute,” adided Colton,
effect, providing In
Wae the
privilege of golng into court and show-

muklng n
putling it Into

Just  wndd  reasonable wanl

ing o rale Is not right. If you want a
but
klve usa n half-way decent appeal. Lot

vomminslon put a pale Into effect,

commission el when  Saimeone

connplndt on't be carrled away by

vitt=radltond camplainta, Business men

dont't Jdrafr such bils unless In thelr

own Interesty”

EXCUSE TWO JURORS

Surprise Caused by Sudden Act-
ion of Counsels in Thaw Trial.

NO REASONS WERE GIVEN

Motion for Excuse Was Made by Dis-
trict Attorney and Sanctioned by
Counsel for the Defonse—Loss
Is Offset,

NEW YORK, Jan, 28.—The firet bhig
gutrprise i the Thaw rial came Loy
of District Attorney

Je-

Arthur =

Wl on motion

Jerome with the consent  of  Uhe
Jurors

R.

fandant’'s counsel,

Campbetl and  Harol) Fadre wepe

excitted by the court "withoal any re-

flection whatever on  the  Jurymen”
Ivstrict Attorney Jetome sald the rea-
wom for this action was not to be made
pubitie, bul they are of @ business ni-
When

Falre dald his belng excused cime o8

ture. questioned  nfterward
aoeomplete surpreise (o him amd he 1s
Camphbell
sobd he had too much respedt for
Two now
ol -

talesmen

In Ignorance of the resson,
the
court to grant an Interview,
today, thus

IForty -six

Jurors were secured
getting  the
wore examined, using up the original
panel of 200 men und taking 18 from

One new juror

|08,

the new panel of 100,
g John 8 Dennee, o traveling frelght
agent, 88 years old, unmarried, and a
natlve of New Orlenns, He ls known
as Juror No. 10,
Iy his satlsfactlon when the Southern-
er wasa chosen, David 8, Walker was
gelected to replace Juror No. 4, He
la n real estate broker, 84 years old,
unmarried, and a son of John Brig-
bane Walker, Members of the 'Thaw
family were all in court today and
froquently chatted with one
thus disarming reports of famlly quar-
rels,

Thaw showed plain-

anolher,

FOR LOGICAL
ASSESSMENT

Joint Committee Moves to
Adjust Taxcs.

BILLS ARE IMPORTANT

Railroads Will Get Radical Raise
in Assessments on
Trackage.

WOULD TAX ALL WATER POWER

New Bills Before Committee Favor
Extensive Changes in Present Slip- |
Shod Methods of Appraising

Value of Property. |

BALEM, Ore, Jun, 29.—Things com-

|
|
|
menced to happen right after the ml-:
Journment of the House yesterday af-|
acourreld

of

|
Atgomsmment and Taxation committee of |

ternoon. Most of them In |

the Jalnt comimittee meeting the

the Benpinte and House, which met with

representatives of  the Oregon Tux
Ansesgors’ Association and the State
Tax Commission gppointed at the last
seanion of the leglstature, Clyde B
Atecheson representod the Commission,
which wan composed of F. W, Mulkey.
W, J Luachner and B B, Seabrook.
House bill 8%, the firat  examined,

provides thay the assessors shill have |
until the thirgd Monday in October to |

|
mike thelr retwrns Instead of lhl‘l

first Monday In September, 08 at pres- |

ent The bUL provides thiat the ns-|
sessors shall take Into copstderation |
the earning value of  real  property,
when making his lst of values and

this was whit cnused the first stir in
the

Asspssors, Sigler among them,
other members  of  the
thought that the earning power of cliy |
eriterion |

vommittee,
and

commitlee, :

property wis the only real
of what such property was worth, and
after o debnte the subject was passed,
This will be one of the fighting
grounds for the committoe, It

looks now a8 though this Instruction

but

1o nssessora would be Incorporated In
the law recommended by the joint)
commitiee, '
This hill thist
power shidl be taxed as realty at full
stated that
much :

of  willer  power |
|

alsp  proyides witer

vilue. ASSCSSOTE presont

In some eountles there wias a

e $3.000,000 worth

uthized that was notr piying a cent of |

taxes. A last fmportant provision of |

the low was that it making

4 return of personal property shull be |

persons

gullty of a mislemeanor and lhable tui
o fine of $50; the present fine i $20,

and 18 not heavy enough, in the --1'i||-|

lon of asseagors o make the section
of the present law, relating toe per-
sonal property  effective |

House bl 85 18 an attempt 1o break |
away from the local taxation system of |
tuxing banks, The bill provides thal

bank= shall return all property hnhl'

by them or owned by them of any
sort at Its fnce value, and genernlly
glves the assessors a leverage on

these corporations that, according to
gtiatements made by assessors present
at the committee hearing, had been
cscaping with a tax on capital stock,
when in many cases they wers re-
turning a profit each year of 300 per
cent op the capital Invested by carry-
ing deposits greatly over the amount
of thelr capital and making large and
profitable realty investments. Another
thing pointed out in this connection by
Assessor Sigler was that banks hold-
ing
these In at the price they were pur-

chased for, when in a majority of in-

large tracts of real estate gave

dtincen the property wis worth much

miari

L EATEIE
thi

B KT

CUTn i Lise

wike the
Thin

Tumt tuken ug
by hill
eredte o Htate Boonrd of Tax Commin-
the

i# n 1o

wlopern, copsinting of ROVErNar,

weoreliry of plate, plhale [reamuyror and

Lwa vxperin.  This board shall fix one

| rate through the stite for rallronds on
eich mile of roudbed and In genernl
whall deal with the question of *ax
Ing generndl publle servics corparations
It win whown that Oregon wiae one
| of the four stiutes thoy =t clung 1o
the old symtem of beenl taxation of
Mg pencrnl interests, and the commit«

vithout dissent ngreed that a bet-
WAR NeCeARATY.

ter method

Thy Commlssion showed that the O,
R & v. omnd Southoern Paolfic wers
el froom 36,000 1o $IR000 g mile
reordine | 1 dend of the arious

it i t

It developed, accarding to the res

1 af the Caommisslon nod the as-
woskits  present, that the  osual rule
hild hewnn through the state (o als s
ridliroads n! whot It wak thought they
wauld pay thout making a Aght
This had resulted In the rallrouds es-

aping oftun ith & per mile valuntion
of 36,000 ar less, when In fae! the Har-
rlman pystom was returning dividenda
nn dinterest on o valuation In the state
of ahout 60,000 u mil

Aftey House Wil No, 87 had  been
presented by the Commisslon, the com-

mittee adjourned,

RELIEF REMOTE,

Snow Blackade and Fuel Famine Com-
bine Against Middle West,

MINNEAPOLIS, Jan, 20.—The snow
blockade gnd fuel famine In the north-
west continues and relief Seems as re-
Another snow storm has
North Dakota and Minnesots,
wnd from points on the rallroad come

mote 8 sver,

awept

reports of stalled trains, deserted en-
of

glarted

gines and snow plows, Hundréds

vire of conl and provisions
westward, may not reach their destin-

utlon for days or weeks,

LARGE WORKS BURN

'Plant Partly Destroyed by Flames

Started in Paint Shop

LOSS IS A MILLION DOLLARS

One Thousand Men Employed in De-
stroyed Building Escape—Wall
Tumbles on Four Men, But
None Seriously Hurt.

PHILADELPHIA, Jan, 28.—A fire
which started with ap exploslon In a
paint shop destroyed an_entire section
of the blg Baldwin Locomotive works
tonight, entailing a ‘loss of $1,000,000.
fhe destroyed bullding was about 175
feet long by 160 deep Immedintaly ad-

jolning the main office at Broad and
sSpring Garden streets. These  with
severn! other bulldings were threit-

sl The entire fire department was
led ont. Al of the ong thousand
men employed in the destroyed bulld-
notwithstanding
Shortly af-
1er the fire started the upper portion

ing escaped safely,

the flames spread quickly.

of the wall on Spring Garden street
fell und one fireman and three work-
men were caught by the falling bricks,
They were Immediately rescued with
but slight injurles, The flames were
put under control within an hour after
the fire broke out. The fire will not

greatly hinder work, as the depart-
ments destroyed were duplicated in
other parts of the plant.
BRICKS GO UP,
S8AN FRANCISCO, Jan. 20.—The

price of brick has been raised to $12,60
per thousand from $10, the price which
has ruled for a long time past, The
brick industry of San Francisco 13 In
the hands of four concerns, two of
which are located in this city,

CONTROL ALL
CALIFORNIA

Three Roads Have Freight
Traffic at Mercy.

Harriman Paid Over Million for
Outlet for Wheat
Shipping.

General Manager of the Pacific Mail
Steamship Company Before the
Commission—Railroad Officials
Enter Testimony.

state Commerce Commissioner Lane
todday commenced an investigation into
the

Puacifie,

relations between the Southern

Pacific and Santa Fe

raflroads, and the result of these rela-
tlons, with a view of determining In
what partlculars, {f any, these roads
have violuted the Interstate. Commerce
It developed early In the hear-
ing that the Southern and Unlon Pa-
the
Santa Fe, have entergd Into an alllance
and between them they control the rail
traneportation of the “Pacifie
south of Oregon.

Viee President Payson of the Santa
Fe and John D. Spreckels gave Inter-
Under the question-
ing of Counsel Severance for the gov-
ernment, Payson into
the joint organization by the South-
Pacific and Santa Fe, of the
Northwestern Pacific Company, and to
the joint ownership of the Short Line
‘eading out of Bakersfleld and oper-
ated alternately by the two roads, He
also testified that a Southern Pacific
line from Mojave to Needles [z leased
to the Santa Fe., Spreckels testified
to the purchase by President Harriman
for $1,300,000 of the Coos Bay and
Coquille Valley Rallroad Company:
the Coos Bay, Roseburg and Eastern
Rudlway Navigation
same coal properties and a steamship
line, They cost Spreckels' company
21,000,000, Spreckels says he does not
the Pacific af-
ter the coal property, but that it want-
od outley for wheat traffic
Roseburg and from Portlaand

Union

fawe

cifics, which are now one, and

cating testimony.
Captaln went

ern

and Company,

beliava Southern wis
from

to tide-

an

wnier,

The witness sald so far as he knew
no other road was competing with the
Pacific in

Southern the purchases of

road, nor surveying for another

road, although he had heard

the
similar

R. P. Schwer-
in, general manager of the Paclfic Mafl
Steamship Company testified that his
company altérnately gives cargoas
from his ships, first to the Southern
Pacific and next to the Santa Fe. He
said this an arbitrary practice
and liable to be changed any time. He
to give the Santa Fe

been looking that way.

was

said he almed
about the same amount of business the
Santa Fe gave him. “The Southern
Paclfic,” sald Schwerin, “will never in-
terfere with any ship under this man-
agement."
“Then Mr. Stubbs looks on you as a
rank outside?" observed Severance.
“Absolutely, to my great regret.”
Schwerin then gave morg details of
his arrangements with the two roads.
He said at one time he told the
Southern Pacific he would not glve
them any more business If they didn't
glve better car service. He sald this
didn't bring any remonstrance from
the owners of any of the stock.

OPERATE IN COMMON

SCHWERIN GIVES EVIDENCE

[ nership
| president of the Commercial National

Coast |

reports that the Rock Island road had |

HOTEL AT NORTH BEND.

Four-Bénry Btruntura to bhe Erscted
at That Place.

NORTH BEND, Ore, Jan, 19—Con-
talning 140 rooms and covering @
ground space of 108 by 132 feet, a
$50,000 hotel will be erected in North
Pend, eonstruction to start in  four
woaks, Money Is furnished by Mayor
L. J. S8impeon, of this eity, and Bey-
mour H, Hell and Henry H. Howlitt, of
Tacama, The trlo i8 also behind the
proposed Coos Bay Electric Rallway &
jas Works.

The hotel will be the first four-story
bullding to be erected In North Bend.
and electric elevator,
| both heretofors unknown In North
Bend, will be installed. Every room
| wiil be fitted with a telephone. The
| building will be a frame #tructure
Irr.».ﬂ-'lr.sg on a concrete foundation,

Hteam heat nn

OLIVER GETS PARTNER.

Bidder for Canal Construction Backed
| by Bank President.

|‘ WASHINGTON, Jan. 20.—Willlam
Olllver, bid construct thes
Panama cannl has beepn accepted, au-
thorized the Assaciated Press tonight
to say tha he has entered into part-
with Frederick C. Btevens,

whosa to

Bank of this city,

WELCOME DOUBTFUL.
SALT LAKE, Jan 290,—By a margin
of one vole the state House of Repre-
sentatives today invited W. J, Bryan

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 20.—Inter-|tn deliver an address to them during
| his coming visit to Salt Lake. Four-

teen Republicans voted with the Dem-
nerats to carry the motion.

DROWNED AT COOKTOWN.

] BRISBANE, Australia, Jan. 29—
The government schooner Pllot was
wrecked In the recent cyclone at Cook-
| town. Seven were drowned, Includ-
!ing Hargreaves, a member of the
| Queensland legislature.

MANY LOSE LIVES

|
'Explosion in West Virginia Mine
Entombs Eighty Workers.

ALL  PERISHED

INSTANTLY

ITwo Hundred Men Were in Shaft at
' Time, but Majority Escaped Un-
hurt—Efforts Made to Reach

Buried Bodies.

("HARLESTON. W. Va., Jan, 20.—
With a detonation heard for miles

around and hurling debris hundreds of
feet into the air, dust in the Stuart
this

to

mine near Fayvetteville exploded
alMternoon. bringing terrible death

eighty or more men at work 500 feet
There s no chance

below the surface.
that any will be taken out allve, for
t {# thought the terrific force of the
snuffed out their lives in-
stantly. Though rescuers cannot reach
the bottom of the shaft for forty-
eight hours, every effort is being made
to reach the entombed men, but there
is little hope any of them are allve.
At the time of the explosion about 200
men were in the shaft. Of the un-
known dead 36 are white and ten ne-
groes, In addition to the pumber of
white Americans who have taken em-
ployment at the mine so recently that
ihelr names are not known to thelr
fellow workmen, about 20 foreigners,
whose names are not known, were also
killed, It is thought.

At least fifty or sixty persons are
dead at a result of the exploslon at
the Stuart mine tonight, according to
the latest reports recelved. The death
list may total seventy-five.

explosion

AMERICANS GET CONTRACT

RIO JANEIRO, Jan. 29.—An Ameri-
can company has been authorized to
build a harbor at Rio Grande de Sul




